
10 Mass Communication: Living in a Media World

When Media Connect Us to the Most Remote Places on Earth 

J on Krakauer was out of his tent and 
on his way to the top of Mount 
Everest several hours before dawn 

on Friday, May 10, 1996. The journalist 
was just one of dozens of climbers trying 
to reach the summit at 29,028 feet. 
Climbing Everest had been a lifelong 
dream for Krakauer, and an assignment 
for Outside magazine had made it 
possible.

Krakauer reached the summit at 1:12 
p.m., and after a brief stay at the top, he 
started on the long way back down. 
During his descent, a surprise snowstorm 
rolled in. At 6:45 p.m., just as it was 
getting dark, Krakauer stumbled back into 
camp and collapsed in his tent. Others in 
his party weren’t so fortunate. By the time 
the storm cleared, eight of the climbers 
on the world’s tallest mountain were 

dead, including guides Rob Hall and 
Scott Fischer.

Despite Mount Everest’s remote location 
on the border between Nepal and Tibet, 
the world watched the tragedy unfold 
through Web sites, newspapers, 
television, magazines, and eventually 
even a major motion picture. In May of 
each year, Everest Base Camp becomes 
media central as climbers attempt to 
reach the summit and journalists show up 
to cover them, in part because of the high 
degree of risk involved. During a typical 
year, six to ten people will die on the 
mountain.20

To complete his assignment of 
researching and writing a story about the 
commercialization of Mount Everest, 
Krakauer climbed the peak as a paying 

customer of Hall. Krakauer was not the 
only journalist on the mountain the day 
of the snowstorm. Climber Sandy Hill 
Pittman was sending daily dispatches to 
NBC’s Web site via satellite phone and 
yak courier; reporter Jane Bromet of 
Outside Online, a Web magazine, was 
covering the climb from Everest Base 
Camp; a South African newspaper was 
sponsoring another expedition; and an 
IMAX film crew was shooting a 
documentary about climbing the peak. 
The IMAX team, led by filmmaker and 
professional climber David Breashears, 
produced the movie Everest, which 
became the most successful large-
format IMAX film ever and one of the top 
films of 1997. 

Krakauer says that because of the media 
coverage, thousands of people around 
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An Increasingly Connected and Wired Nepal
Communications technologies have spread dramatically across Nepal since 2000, especially mobile phones


